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The Would Tckned Upside Duwn Over
In Jersey, at Newark, upon tlie awful event
of an independent democrat in the Common
Council voting with the republicans on a list
of city appointments and thus making a tie
and a deadlock. Talk of earthquakes. Such
a flhock was never known in Jersey before,
and great is the wrath of the faithful.

News from Mexico..The news from
Mexico, which will be found in another
column, is most melancholy. The province of
Cheapa has been visited by severe fresliets and
a loss of two hundred lives is reported. The
Injury to farms and the destruction of pro¬
perty is very large. Fuar of a general revo¬
lution throughout the country prevails, and
from the present insurrectionary display there
la little doubt that the fear entertained will be
realized.

Da Rodas' Latest..Tlie lat?st proclama¬
tion of the Captain General of Cuba announces
that be has sufficient troops to stamp out the
revolution, and gives as bis reason why bo

many more troops were coming from Spain
was that the Spaniards at home desired to
share the sacrifices of their fellow-countrymen
abroad. Can the Spanish government afford
to support such expensive magnanimity?
Spanish troops, like all other aoldiers, require

be supported.

Church mad Sfte-W ©h.
and tk* ..¦¦««.

A cable despatch baa just Informed us that
the Ecumenical Council and the relations of

France with the Hoi/ See are, by government
consent, to form the subject of discussion n

the legislative body on the 11th Instant. This,
it must be admitted, is a significant move¬nt but it cannot be caUed a surprise.
Bavaria Las already, in a manner more or less
formal gone into the same questions. So,
too has Spain; and both Bavaria and Spain
l,ave come to the conclusion that the decrees
of the Council ore to be rejected if in any
wfty they Interfere with the civil government.
Action of a similar kind has, in lact, ea

taken by all the C.vtholic governments of

Europe. Austria and Italy have^ .

with an emphasis quite as remarkable as that
of Bavaria and Spain. It is notorious that
every Catholic government in Europe s, o

certain question*, in open antagonism to the

CTsl yet, however, the Parliaments have
taken no formal action. We know ow

governments feel, but the sentiment of the

nations, as expressed
Bentaaves, we wait to learn. iQe "

on the Council and the relations of Frauce to
the Holy See which is to take place in the
French Chambers on the 11th will be the most
important event to whiqh as yet the Council
has given birtb. Napoleon stands forth before
the world as the protector of tho Holy See.
But for French bayonets the lloly father
would have found it impossible toUve in Rome
any time those last twenty odd years. It I ronch
bayonets were removed to-morrow from the
Holy City there would be such a flutter among
the old women of the Vatican as has not been
witnessed in many centuries. Are French
soldiers in Homo with the consent

^

of tho
French people, or only because of tho imperial
mind and will? Docs Franco approve, or does
she not, of the arrangement which fastens upon
her the charge of wild and wicked inconsis¬
tency? Is liberty valuable only in France and
for Frenchmen? These are a few of the ques¬
tions which the approaohing discussion wi

raise, anf which in some form it must settle.
To our untutored minds it does seem

an unreasonable and outrageous thuit,
that Frenchmen, while they claim liberty
for theinsolves, should deny liberty to
the Italians, or, if you will, to the Roman
people. It will not surprise us if tho approach¬
ing discussion prove tht. death of the iniquitous
September convention. We have no objec¬
tion to Rome being proclaimed a free city.
We have no objection to the Pope being lett in

possession of the Vatican and of the Churcu of
kit Peter. But with every lover of liberty
in dli Jhe world, we must and we do protest
against to* indefinite prolongation of the
Freneh occupfcipn of the Holy G.ty ; and w?
shall think less of ^ people than we
ever have done if as one Of the ^t results of
tho new regime a period is not fixeu
termination of the French occupation of Rome.
This, however, will be but ono of the many
questions which the free Parliament of France
will have to consider in connection with the
Ecumenical Council and the Holy See gen¬
erally. It will have to consider the question
of Papal infallibility, the new dngmas and the
propositions of the Syllabus. It will bo
something marvellous if tho countrymen of
Voltaire and Rousseau, of Maasillon and of
Hyacinthe, now that their mouths are

opened, do not frighten the Vatican
into something lileo respect for common sense.

At any rate we expect such speaking as Bhall
leave the autlioritiea of tho Catholic Church
no longer in doubt that the time is no more

wheu the Church, as in the days of Hildebrand,
can dominate civil governments. The action
of France will prove contagious. In Austria,
in Bavaria, in Belgium, in Italy, in Spain, in

Portugal the discussion will be carried on, and,
unless we greatly mistake, Rome will be
taught that whatever she may be to certain
weak consciences and timid souls she is no

longer in any sense the mistress of the world.
If matters turn out as wo expect the tcutheni-
cal Council will be a blessing to the world,
although in a sonse exactly the opposito of
that which was intended. It will complete
the breach between Church and State, and
work anothor and even grander reforma'-
lion.
All this we say in apite of our belief in tho

continued usefulness of the Catholic Church.
Nay, ftll this we nay because of our conviction
that a little more common sense is all
that is required to mako that Church
one of the best agencies iu the gov¬
erning of mankind. A little less of the old
wife in the Vatican, a little less of petticoat
nfluonce near the FIoly Father, and aP will bo
well. But if the Popp and his friends have no

nobler work to perform than to proclaim
humanity infallible, to multiply absurd dogmas
and to denounce all that distinguishes this age
from the dark ages of the past, they must make
up their minds to lo3e whatever respect the
world ia yet willing to give thom. We live in
active times. We move on with the speed of
the lightning. We are still willing, however,
to cling to what is reasonable in roligion. If
the Church will advance with us wo shall be
glad of her company. If Bhe will not, she
must remain behind. In all fuirnees of spirit
we say it, the present attitude of tho Catholic
authorities justifies the belief that the proudest
Churoh the world has known will soon take its
place with tho beautiful but lifeless mytholo¬
gies of tho past. We await this forthcoming
discussion in the Frenah Chambers with much
interest.

r Tub Annexation of Dominica..Some or
our cotemporaries have at last made the dis¬
covery whioh we announced to our readers
two or three weeki ago, viz., that a treaty for
the annexation of the republic of Dominica
(about three-fourtha of the island of llayti),
agreed upon between the high contracting
parties, will very soon bo laid before the
Senate. As the cost to our government of
the acceptance will, all told, be only some two
or three millions, and as tho harbors, forts,
public buildings and public lands will bo
worth much more, we can entertain no doubt
of the ratification of the treaty. The Haytiea
republic then will have no alternative but to
come in, and to before next December we

expect the wholo of that magnificent island
will belong to the United States. With this
aoquisition Cuba cannot remain long behind,
however gloomy thing! may aow look in that
quarter. j

I ^ J

The Cuban Protest.
Wo publish elsewhere to-day a document

which was unintentionally omitted in yestor-
dajr's issue, and which purports to be an

answer to some of the allegations made in one
of our Washington telegrams published the
day previous. It attempts to prove the inoor-
rectnet« of the charge previously published by

a denial. From Havana, however, we receive
the news that tho alleged proclamation of the
Cuban Junta of this city is regarded as a hoax,
gotten up by newspapers in the Spanish
interest. We shall be pleased to learn
that that this is true, as we have
watched with interest the progress of events
in Cuba, sympathized deeply In tho cause of
its poople, and hoped for the day when the
Cubans would succeed in securing their inde¬
pendence ; but so many failures have befallen
them, dissensions in their own ranks have so

multiplied, and so many opportunities have
been allowed to slip by, that the time has
come when tho United States should take the
matter in hand, and by the purchaso of Cuba
settle the whole question and stop the further
effusion of blood. The time is opportune.
Spaki wants money ; Cuba can never again bo
to the mother country what it once was. In
view of these facts the true American policy
is to open negotiations for tho purchase of the
"Ever Faithful Isle."

Tho Annual Kcpo^t of the Metropolitan
Police Commlfleionrrs.

Wc have already referred editorially to this
report as in the main satisfactory, and in par¬
ticular to its evidenco that the force is insuffi¬
cient fcr the work, there being only one officer
to every five hundred inhabitants in this city
and to every thousand in Brooklyn. Without
recapitulating the details of the report, wo

must now add that the statistics which it gives
of tho a-rests In Now York city throw a liood
of lurid light on what may be called "our dan¬
gerous classes." Tho total number of arrests
during the year was 72,084, of whom 51,446
were males and 21,538 females. The decade
of age from twenty to thirty famished tho
largest number of offender?; but the most
numerous arrests of females were above thirty.
Ireland takes the lead of the various nationali¬
ties which contributed to the grim list, but
this lact may be sufficiently accounted
for by the larger number of Irish immi¬
grants and by their proverbial convivial
and pugnacious propensities. Matrimony
would seem to breed less crime than
co.ibaey, from (ho fact that while only 29 240
persons arrested were married 43,735 w'Jro
Binjfle. Hut the prevalent idja that' education
tends to decrease immorality and crime is ap¬
parently contradicted by the startling fact that
nearly six-sevenths of all tho arrests were of
individuals that could rend and write. More¬
over, the widespread demoralization of the
<l*y is fearfully indicated by the statement that
among those arrested were one hundred and
twenty-three physicians, twenty-three United
btfttos officers, nlnety-ono city officers, fifty
druggists, thirty policeman, nineteen editors,
forty-three reporters (be it remarked, in paren¬
theses, that it is not an InfrequeiU practice of
involuntary visitors at the station house to
declare thomselvoa in somo way mysteriously
connected with the press), twenty-three tele¬
graph operators, two hundred and twenfy-
eight brokers (alas! for Wall street), and in
fine, representatives of almost all "the 're¬
spectable classes" in society. The most
astounding figures of the report are those
which reveal that during the last ten years
270,461 natives of the United States, 405,185
natives of Ireland, 91,980 natives of Germany
and ,0,H57 natives of other countries.makincr

a grand total of 898,489 persons-have been
arrested in this city.
Moke Spasmodic Fluctuations in Gold.

The world outside of Wall street must be
sorely puzzled about tho spasmodic upg and
downs of gold. They see, for example, that
after remaining steady for sorno time at about
120 gold suddenly jumps to 123, and then
again declines. Tho thermometer in our capri¬
cious climate is not as uncertain and variable.
People naturally look for some cause for these
extraordinary fluctuations, but »they can find
none in the state of trade, commercial affair*,
political disturbances, war, or trouble of any
kind. Well, there is nothing strange about it
at all. It is all gambling, and nothing else.
A certain set of Wall street speculators get
control of the market, or there are a certain
amount of contracts on paper for* the delivery
of gold, and as it is found easy or difficult to
furnish the precious metal or to fulfil the con¬
tracts the prico goes down or up. The fluctu¬
ations have nothing to do with the state of
trade or condition of the country. This is tho
true explanation of the matter, and the public
need not be puzzled or alurmeU at the rise or
full of gold.
Tim Eternal Citt at Christmas..Our

special correspondence frotn Romo presouts
the Iloly City engagad in active preparation
for the observanco of the Feast of Christmas,
tho reaffirmation of the great essential of
Christianity, according to tho canons and dog¬
mas of tho Catholic Church. It was quite
different from the city of the period of St.
Peter. The writer has to speak of dress cos¬

tume, fashions, music, jewels, silks, the robes
of cardinals and tlfc vcstiue^orup and ap¬
pearance of an aged Pope in Council. There
»were bells ringing joyously in the tower
of tho Vatican, with many of tho most beau¬
tiful belles in Europe in the galleries of tho
groat church. The outdoor scenes were

animating and tho Corso revivified. "My
vessels of gold and silver havo I shown untft
them." We know how the prophet answered
that it was "a foolish Miing/'
A Blockhead Regime at Jefferson Mar¬

ket..The reporters of the city papers at the
Jefferson Market Police Court were notified
yesterday that thoy would hereafter be cut off
from the privileges usually accorded them,
and it was plainly intimated by the clerk, who
took this responsibility upon himself, that they
would not be allowed to see the records of tho
court. This is a bold move to run the court
for the purpose of making money for the offi¬
cials, and not to deal justice. Messrs. Shandley
and Cox, Police Justices, were transferred to
this court on Friday from Essex Market to suc¬
ceed Justice Ledwitb, and Michael Shandley
was chosen clerk. This se^ms to be tho first
important move of the new regime, and it ia a
foolish as well as discreditable one. The
.ooner they baok out of it the better.

The (.'raiMlon»l)uteman Battle.

The curtain has at last fallen on the groat
Manhattan Club drama, which has for the last
week not only maintained a tumult in the
veins of our city life, but has stirred the Con¬
tinent to its centre. From the night when
General Boum Bateman entered tho lordly
halls of the Manhattan Club, liko young Loch-
invar, all alone and unarmed, amid committee
men, cooks, waitors and wash boys, he felt,
with the keen inBtinct of a great manager, that
he bad made a bit. True to tho genius of that

opera, bouffe of which in tliis country ho was

the creator and sustaining power, he seized
the opportunity to make a triumphant trip to

Washington. His progress, we are informed
by no less an unprejudiced authority than
himself, was a perfect ovation. Crowds
gathered at every station to do him honor.
Women came with children in their arms to
show to Young America the representative of
tho wounded club honor of their country,
and he strode through the bowels of tho
laud like a magnificent enema. At the capital
he was met by the matrons of his household,
who, in the truo spirit of their Spartan ances¬

tresses, declared that they would have him
come as he did, a conqueror, or olao be borne
to them on his shield. Indeed, General Bate¬
man, we are informed, is descended from an old
Spartan family about the time of Lycurgus, who
subsequently settled in Maryland. Ho has
the low forehoad and fierce will of tho Lace¬
demonian. On yesterday he returned to our

city, and, learning that his expulsion was a

determined fact, with characteristic magnanimi¬
ty and self-sacrifice sent in the manly letter
of resignation which will bo found elswhere.
True to tho last to his own classic language on

tho memorable night of his avensement, he vir-
tually exclaims, "i wiu De my uwu pouuumuu.
Indued, Ciusar could not have drawn Lis robe
around hi in injro gracefully for a fall. To-day,
we understand, he is on the warpath for New
Orleans, to flaunt his victorious plume in fresh
fields and pastures new. On his return he
intends to take a benefit at the Academy of
Music. Boxes Lave been already secured by
the Hon. John Morrissey, Jem Mace and many
leading ad» ¦?£]?- o? the fiianly art. It
an act of historic justice to say that for the
discretion and modoraiioa Mr. Bateman has
displayed through this affray he is mainly
indebted to the wise and temperate counsels of
Mr James Flak, Jr. General Butoman has
always been one of the few of Prince Erie's
iiialo attachments, and an occasion like
this, which teals men's souls, will doubt¬
less strengthen the mutual affection of these
two accomplished men and admirable citizens.
On the other hand, but litlle has been heard of
General Batoman's antagonist, Captain Crans¬
ton. lie is said to be entirely insensiblo to
the magnitude of the event with which his
name will hereafter be mingled, and with care¬

less ease to divert his attention is playing
with chestnuts in the Now York Central.

In surveying the field as we do, with the
eye of the historian, it is essential l<j R jjgjit
understanding, as Macaulay says, to consider
the individual character of the combatants.
General Bateman, as is well kuown, is a man

of modest stilluess and humility. Ills soft,
sleek hair, feebly parted ia tho centre, and
sleeping like sunlight upon a bank, is a fit em-
Dlem of tho gentleness of hia nature; his
voico is ewcot and low as a woman's; his
beak has nothing in it coarse or cadaverous.
IIo has never been known to be in a difficulty.
Peace smiles around him. In fact, if slightly
smaller, he might sit for the infant John of
Mnrillo. Captain Cranston, oa the other hand,
has all the action of the tiger. On the smallest
provocation he springs on his hind paws ; his
angry mane stands on end; his roar fills tho
desert, and when he has nothing else to do he
seems even eager 1o swallow up the ground.
Can any one look upon these pictures and
question as to whom the fault belongs?

Let us hope that out of this difficulty the
Manhattan Club wiil pluck some wisdom and
mend its ways. This is tho second or third
member expcHed within (he year, acitJ such
necessity implies something rotten in tin* sys¬
tem. The club has tho misfortune of being
governed by a number of gentlemen suffi¬
ciently distinguished in their way, but few
of whom ever frequent it or take any interest
in its action, and who are only brought to¬
gether.and evon then with difficulty.by such
disturUing occasions as this Bateman and
Cranston row. For any club to prosper under
such conditions would bo a miracle. Neither
is it wise that any member should exercise tho
right of offering to unoffending guests the
insult of refusing to serve then dinner and
subjecting them to the humiliation of a re¬
moval in the presence of others from a public
room. Few men, unless steeled as Mr. Crans¬
ton has been by many years or hard hotel
life, could so far forget their gentleness of
nature as to fulfil such a duty. Here club life
is but in its infancy ; but in England, where
ago lias brought a more genial and philosophic
mind, no such slight would for a moment be
permitted, but the real offender, the inviting
member, would next day roceive a warning
from the committee, and if 11)0 offence was

repeated would find the penalty enforced.
This mode of management is found far more

becoming and effective. Were the Cranston
fashion adopted committee men had better
dine in coat of mail.
Thus ends the play. The lights are all

extinguished. Within a week the actors will
be forgotten. A somewhat putrid perfume
alone remains.

Politics in Indiana..The Indiana Demo¬
cratic State Convention met in Indianapolis
yesterday and nominated candidates for State
offices. During the balloting the Convention
cheered the New York Legislature for its
renunciation of the fifteenth amendment.

General WASHBrKN and tiik Telegraph
Monopoly..There is a rod in pickle for the
telegraph monopoly, and General C. C. Wash¬
burn is determined to lay it on with a will.
It has been impossible heretofore for the Con¬
gressional committees investigating the tele¬
graphing system to obtain the information
they wanted from the monopoly, for reason ¦

very obvious. General Washburn has hit
upon a way to cut this Gordian knot. He
intends to summon before his committee the
telegraph operators themselves.men who
know as well as the monopolists what the
committee wish to learn, and are not directlj
interested in teaching the committee cone*

thing vary different.

The Drannllo Revival Senaon.

We are now in the lull flush of a dramatic
revival. Wa^ask inaugurated the season by
the production of the "School for Scandal,"
and, although since thon ho Las given us a

few London novelties, still the most attractive
and successful plays which have been pro¬
duced at Wallack's theatre havo beea the old
comedies. At the Fifth Avenue theatre tho
season thus far has been devoted to the pro¬
duction of dramas and comedies with which
the public are acquainted. Indeed, we may
say that the season at all our metropolitan
theatres has been distinguished by a revival
of performances that havo previously proven
acceptable to the public and remunerative to
the managers. At tho Olympic theatre,
Wood's Mu8enm, Niblo's Garden and the
Bowery thoatre stars and stocks, as in days of
yore, have been the order of the day. Booth
has just produced "llamlct" in a stylo far
surpassing his previous effort at the Winter
Garden.it is tho moat brilliant success of the
season.and the managers of the Grand Opera
House, who uro nothing if not sensational,
will shortly produce a thrilling sensation in
the spectacular line.

Perhaps a more opportune occasion could
not be taken than the present to re¬

view the effects of the short-skirted, centi-
pedal drama, the recollections of which
are still fresh in tho memory of all
theatre-goer*!. There is little doubt but tho
success of the high-spiced drama was due
as much to tho elaborate manner in which
it was placed on the stago as to tho gymnastic
antics of the sparsely clothed females who
figured in it. We saw what the stago was

capable of producing in tho way of scenic
effects. We learned for the first time how
much the success of a play depended on the

machinist, stage carpenter, sceno painter and
ga3 man. Previous to the "Black Crook,"
"White Fawn," opera Itoujfo and British bur¬

lesque evaa, only occasionally were we treated
to grand aceuio cff.-cts and lino stage appoint¬
ments. When, under the management of Mar- |
shall at the Broadway theatre, situated oppo-
site the Qid City Hospital, "The Count of

Cristo1' was pfoiluiai!, fl Wi9 th&uglu
a grand affair. Burton, when ho brought out
"The Tempeat," was rapturously applauded by
the press and public. Laura Kecno won thtf
most complimentary praise when she put upon
the stage "A Midsummer Night's Dream;"
and yet these productions at the30 three
theatres.the leading ones of their day.fell far
short, in point of scenic effects and stage
mountings, of the manner in which tho trashy
sensations of which we speak were placed
before tho public. If we inherit nothing els a
of good from tho spectacles which for so long

a timo held possession of the stage, the fact of
having at the present timo better scenery,
more appropriate mountings and finer effects
is something for which we ought to feel
thankful. It is a consolation to kuow that so

much real benefit has roally accrued U) tho
Btsige, Trafc WIUI5F hClreiSM W>r SQtors
been benefited. In fact, they Lad to take a

back seat while the sensation and ballet fever
lasted. Good acting wan th in at a discount.
There was no demand for it, and hence wo see,
now that tho legitimate drama has again
gainod possession of the boards, both ac-
treescB and actors, whose playing we had occa¬

sion to notice ere the sensational era set in,
but little, if any, advanced in their profession.
No improvement is observable, and this is the
more noticjablo when iu other respects the
stage has been improved.
The moat unobservant theatre-goer cannot

fail to have nolicedin the late revivals of stand¬
ard plays a vast improvement, as compared
with former years, in the manner in which they
havo been placcd before tho public.
Take, l'or instance, "Hamlet," at Booth's
theatre; "Much Ado About Nothing,"
at Wallack's; "Play," at the Fifth
Avenue theatre; "The Timpest," at the
Grand Opera House; "London," at the
French theatro, and we might go on and
enumerate many others. Had our actors
improved in the same ratio the American Btage
to-day would lead the world in dramatic
ability. We doubt not but the same enter¬

prise which has characterized other theatres
will evident during Mr. FoohU-r's engage¬
ment Niblo's. Now that we have entered

upon a g^od, healthy revival, in which thero
i3 a chance for Payers to develop dramatic
ability, we ho*. they will take advantage or
trie occasion, anJ . improving themselves by
close study they c\® help to advanoa and im¬
prove a profession in the labors of which th c

public is so deeply intft> 'este(L

Thk Broadway Exoaction..We give in
nnothcr column an interesting account of the
process of tunnelling Broadwa>,< which is now
being carried on by the PnoumalV- Tube Com¬
pany.

Euboi'E at the Close ok the J^ear..
England, Ireland and France supply ther .mate¬
rial for the initial of our special retrospect of
the condition of Europe at the close of tho
year I ttU'J. Our exhibit from Great Britain
to-dny is not of a consoling char¬
acter for the past or very encour¬

aging in the present. it paints oppressed
peoples, a struggling democracy and priestly
attempts at reaction. Tho popular progress
has not bean of enduring realization. The
social elements remain in a state of unhealthy
fermentation. Clanses arc discontented with
their lot in life, and a greed for money gain
brought many strange revelations In London.
The subject of infantile mortality in" France
supplies a text for tho collation of curious
vital statistics to one of our Paris correspond¬
ents.

Pknnsti.vanians Disgusted..The great
Keystone State seems determined to get one of
her numerous favorite sons into the Cabinet.
She sighs for Boric again, or, at least, for a posi¬
tion equal to the one ho formerly came near

holding. Her chief consideration all along
has been as to what favorite son of hers a

place must ba given. She has fixed, after due
thought, upon Benjamin Harris Brewster as
her preponderating favorite at present, and
a full blown delegation called accordingly
on the President yesterday and intimated that
he ought to bo Attorney General in place of
Mr. Hoar. Tho President listened with the
patience that overthrew Richmond, and then
said there was no vacancy in his Cabinet.
Thereupon the Pennsylvanlans retired dis¬
gusted, that little difficulty not having pre¬
sented itself to them before.

A Coni ng Scleiitlllo Catuclysa.
We lire in an age that is realizing great suo-

:esses in its conquest of the secrets of nature,
[n order to appreciate what our successes are

>ne has but to compare the body of the phyai-
sal science of our day with the ooilection of
illusions and fanciful notions that occupicd its
place fifty years since. But our progress has
been unequal. While it is real aud tangible
Tor the investigations that regard our planet
it is altogether halting for tho general inquiry
of our relation to tho planetary universe.
Astronomy is behind all the sister sciences,
but there is now somo promise that she may
not long remain in that position. Wo find this

promise in the fact that there is soon to bo

given to tho world a remarkable book on

the planetary universe, by the accomplished
astronomer Dr. Trastour de Varano. This work
declares nothing less than that our entire

accepted system of astronomy is erroneous.

The work upon its appearance will undoubt¬
edly encounter a desperate opposition from
the old school, and a furious war will certainly
be waged against it by most professional
astronomers. How could it be otherwise,
since the author proceeds to slow that "thu

astronomy of our day has neither principle,
metliod nor precepts?" Whether tho mechan¬
ism of the planetary universe which Dr.
Trastour advances be tho true one or not, tho

high scientific positions which he has success¬

fully occupied, and his established reputaUon
as a man of practical observation and of
mathematical correctness, will secure his

hearing before tho scientific world at large,
while the serious charges which he brings
against modern astronomy and the novel argu¬
ments which ho opposes to the Copernican
system, to Kepler's laws and to Newton's
theory of gravitation, cannot f&il to take inaily
by surprise and to cause a thorough ihvoa^
gation into our present system of astronomy to
take place. The work touches »i'p0u ques¬
tions of vital interest, and Is destined on that
account to create a serif's commotion among
scientific and materially change many
of ouc "preconceived notions'. It i3 tho first
gun shot of a new school against old existing
Institutions, and as it has already some parti¬
sans, and will no doubt enlist many more in
its cause, we wujf IfluK fbUtiad for a lively tima

among scientific men. The author sets forth
thtf following conclusions :.

contrary to the teachings of tho system of Ooper«
nic in, the oBI/ one that now gives law to astronomy,
tlie 8uu is not plaCed In lliu centre ol lUe plauotari
t-y.-tiein, and thu earth and the planets do not revolve
annually around tliat luminary.
Contrary to tiia beiicf in the system of Ptolemy,

the earth is not situated in tne centro ot the uni¬

verse, aud the sun and the planet* do not accom¬
plish their annual revolutions by revolving arouad
It
Contrary to the system of Tycho Braho, the earth u

not motionless In tucccnticof the planetary svstcm,
aud the uun does not revolve anuually around out
globe, carrying with it, In Its revolution, ail thu
planets taat circulate aroana Ik
Coutrury to the doctrine of tlie astronomers of out

days, tne orbit of the earth an t the orbits or the
planets are circles and not ellipses.Kepler tiavn.4
mistaken illusions lor realities iu asoriOiiu to the
ellipse a power In space winch It does not au<l«caa-
not possess.

coutrury to their doctrine, the moon does noi
revolve arouui' thu earth while tne latter Is »uid u
retire (U.9i»UiL 'he sun^ #

Contrary io their uuutrine, the earth, the moon and
the planets pursue their tours:; continually In tn«
piune oi tne ecitpflo und never go ont of It.
Jjontiary to their doctrine, tuu diminution of th«

obliquity ol the ecliptic is 1 ciitmcncai idea.
COTtrartf to their doctrine, the precession or tb<

equinoxes, upon which tho moat importune workt
or modern autonomy aro based, Is soinethlug taai
does not eiisu
-.Comrary to their doctrine, the equinoctial point*
and tne solstlccs always preserve their same yyst
tions. ,

Contrary to their doctrine, the terrestrial mcrlcfifta
varies annually, and tin; latundes and the starting
point or longitude* change frotu year to year.
Contrary to their doctrine, our civil year us not of

constauiiy equal duration, as their uluianac3 repre¬
sent it. There is never a jcar of duration equal to
the one that preceded or follows it*
contrary to tliolr doctrine, the uwgorlan reotifl-

cation wa.i founded upon no astronomical basis, ln-
su'ad of preventing it lias augmented cdbluslon; at a
future day Easter v. ill come round again iu tiia
middle ot spring, although the almanacs will call tl
winter, if they persist in Keeping ttie aiat day ol
March as tho date of the spring equinox.
Contrary to their doctrine, the c.nnatos of tho

carta are not nearly invariable, but are subject ij
extreme vicissitudes.
Contrary to their doctrine, the star* Have a general

movement that carries them from west to east.
Conuary to their doctrine, at a luture day tha

sun, the p'anets, tne moon and the stars will lias m
ttie west and set in the east.
Contrary to their doctrine, the dimensions, dis¬

tance* and movements ot tho planetary bodies, as
s-jt lortli in thetr compilations and tables, possess no
reality whatever; for they Have been determined
without taking into accouut one of tho most indis¬
pensable conditions.
Contrary to toeir doctrine, no comet ever precipi¬

tates Itself Into any sun whatever lu the realms of
space, or c&itln any event come into collision wiifc
the earth.
Contiury to their doctrine, Kepler's laws are r»ut

pure illusions. It is only necessary to stuoy them
experimentally In order 10 recognize the taut tiiac
tiioy uavo not the least connection with tne funda¬
mental law of celestial mochauism.
Contrary t j iheir doctrine, Newton's theory of

gravitation offers neither evidence nor prooabillty.
it is a laatastic commentary, built upon th* chimeri¬
cal ideas of Kepicr, radically foreign to all inattm-
matical truth ami eves transgressing toe Un its of
oomuion sense. Newton steppua beyond tho sphere
of the diilicult only to enler into Impossibilities.
The author further shows that "the error*

of modern astronomy proceed from the fact
that men have made an article of faith of what
is simply and purely a queatiou of science,"
and proceeds to disclose the fact that the pro*
dictions of eclipses, from which the Copornican
Byslem has undeservedly derived so much
eclat, is nothing byt the result of a long expe¬
rimental labor, independent of all astronomical
system, and limited to the observation of tae
course of the sun, of the moon and of tha

! periods ; that they can prove nothing in favor
of any system whatever, as they hare been and
can bo calculated in t.ny and every system.

After speaking of the iaiimato and insepara¬
ble connections existing between astronomy
and geology he says :.

The astronomy of the time we Itvo In has to under¬
go the fate of all hnm»n oberrauotAs. It clings tena¬
ciously to what is not, yet does not see what h. on*
of the most remarkable arrangements that respond*
to one or the most important astronomical necessi¬
ties of tne plauet we inhabit it overlooks entirely. 1
refer to tho mathematical regulation that has col¬
lected all the land on one hemisphere of our globa
and covered ihe other with an immense ocean -a
mechanism transcendently simple, yet which, mnra
than any other, perhaps, throws into relief the han4
of the Creator by the geometrical regularity of It*
results.
But tho work presents so largo a multitude

of facts in so small a compass that to enu¬

merate them would be to reproduce the entire
volume. We must, therefore, confine our¬

selves to the statement that the author not only
substitutes an entirely new mechanism of our
planetary system to Copernicus' solar system,
but gives, moreover, a transcendental mechan¬
ism of tho entire universe, and a ''universal
law" in lieu of Newton's theory of gravitation.
These new ideas, especially the latter, it must
be admitted, are characterized by great sim¬
plicity and scmblauco of truth. A main feature
of Dr. Trastour's planetary system.aud one
which wonjd give it a marked superiority over
all other known astronomical systems, should it
ever become tho generally accepted one.i#
the pecnliar advantage offered by its diagrams
in enabling one to traco tho past and future
course of the earth for any number of cen¬
turies, and the remarkable concordance of tho
p&Bt course 00 traced with «U the great phono-


